Time Travelers:  Teaching American History in the Northwest


Unit One Lectures

Outline – Lecture 1 

Pre-European Northwest
1.  Introduction to Harry Fritz and the structure of the course, both this semester, and over 

     the next three years
2.  Introduction to Unit 1: the Pre-European Northwest
3.  Today’s three main points: 


a.  Interpretation


b.  Regional studies


c.  Northwest’s relation to the nation and the world

4.  Interpretation:

a.  The problems of chronology: why a strict chronology is not sufficient.


b.  Why we use our three themes of communication, transportation, and 


     energy to combat the problems of chronology.

5.  Regional studies:

a.  The problems of regional studies:


      i. Difficult to define--what/where is the West?


      ii. Regions can be almost endlessly divided into sub-regions.


b.  The importance of regional studies:


      i. U.S. is a collection of regions.


      ii. Helps explain when Americans became “one people,” if they have.


      iii. So, U.S. history is, really, simply a collection of regional histories.

6.  The Northwest’s relation to the nation and the world:

a.  What is the “standard”:  the national center or the regional parts?


b.  The national and international history of the region.

Lecture Key Questions

Be sure that you can answer each set of questions provided for each lecture. It is a good idea to print these and have them beside you as you watch/listen to the  lecture. These are not intended to be comprehensive, or to cover all the information you will find in the lectures, but rather to point you towards significant parts of each lecture. 

Lecture 1 Key Questions
1.
What are the problems of chronology and how can we address them?

2.
What is the importance of regional studies to the American national story?

3.
Why is the Northwest as a region important to the American national story?

