Time Travelers:  Teaching American History in the Northwest, 2006

Unit One 

Readings Introduction


This unit’s readings, perhaps more than any other, do not reflect a solid link to the other materials presented.  Rather than giving readings that simply recap what you will learn from the lectures, Tribal Perspectives, maps, and other sources, we felt it best to orient you to the subject of history in its many forms.  To that end, the excerpts from Wisdom Sits in Places and Trails, and the article “Revisiting the Vanishing Frontier” all deal with how historians or storytellers present the information they have.  Primarily, they point to the importance of understanding who your historian is in order to understand what s/he is saying.  


The excerpts from The White Man’s Indian, while also excellent examples of fine historical craft, serve another purpose as well.  They are intended to orient you to the intellectual debates surrounding Indians and will hopefully allow you to understand why government officials and influential intellectuals felt the way they did about Indians and where the thinking that produced certain Indian policies came from.  The attitudes and thoughts discussed here paved the way for Indian policy for generations.   


These readings should prompt you to ask tough historical questions.  As you go on and listen to the lectures, and particularly to the information presented in Tribal Perspectives, keep these readings in mind.  Ask yourself how they are all connected, and whether we can ever tell one story that will satisfy us all.

*Keep in mind that we often use the term “non-Indian” rather than “white” when discussing Indian history because it is more inclusive of the various groups that had (and still have) contact with Indian groups.

Questions to keep in mind while reading:

1. Why is it important to understand the history of history?  How has the story of the West changed in the last 30 years?

2. After reading White Man’s Indian and listening to the Tribal Perspectives for weeks 1 and 2, how do you think attitudes about Indians have changed over time?  How have they stayed the same?   Can you see any remnants of the attitudes/ideas that Robert Berkhofer talks about in the world of Indian-non-Indian relations today?  

3. What can we gain by studying both past intellectual attitudes about Indians and current Indian attitudes about themselves?  Are the two connected in any way?
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